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Emerging local plan

Strong local opposition to green belt development

Three public meetings were held in
the village hall in February to help
local people better understand the
implications of the emerging local
plan. This plan is in preparation jointly
by Chiltern District and South Bucks
District Councils.

The consultation document
identified several sites in and adjacent
to Little Chalfont to be tested as
‘aptions’ for release from the
green belt. This news crealed
strong concern and a wave af action
in the community.

The LCCA is aware of over 530
responses from Little Chalfont
opposing release of green belt
land and further urbanisation,
with the final number of responses
received by Chiltern and South
Bucks District Councils having
topped 6,000 for all areas.

The coordination group set up to
advise the parish council and the

LCCA on the plan prepared a com-
prehensive response, which has been
submitted jointly by the two bodies,

The response took account of views
expressed at the public meetings and
in the opinion survey that we held
last spring. It put the case against
releasing any of the five local green
belt sites mentioned in the
consultation document.

It recalled that Little Chalfont’s

You are invited to attend the

ANNUAL PARISH MEETING 2016
In the village hall on Wednesday 25 May at 7.30 pm

{A glass of wine or soft drink will be available from 7 pm)
++++++

Guest speakers:
Matthew Bailes, Paradigm Housing Group

Marc LiStEl‘, First responders ambulance service

PLUS: A presentation on the work of the parish council
+H+ 4+

There will also be an opportunity to meet your parish councillors,
ask questions and make suggestions for future projects

Standing room
anlyy at Hhe
et gs i oue
surall willage hall
to discuss the
enrergineg local
plai

infrasteucture is already under great
pressure: the village has recently taken
more than its share of new housing,
and further urbanisation would
damage the character of the village.

The response gave notice that
further comments would be submitted
after the deadline because the district
councils had published important new
information very close to the end
of the consultation peried.

This new information included
arguments to support the case that two
land parcels, one of which includes the
field at Stony Lane and the other the
former golf club, could be considered
for release from the green belt.

The addendum to our response
rebutted these arguments. Qur initial
response and addendum are now
available on the parish council and
LCCA websites. The coordination
group will continue to monitor the
sitnation as the district councils select
their ‘preferred options” in a further
consultation document due for
publication this autumn.

& Shortly before this newsletier went
ta press, an ontline planning application
(CH/2016/0672{0A) for up fo 200 fronises
to be built on the field belind Chessfield
Park, with access from Stony Lone, s
lodged teith the district council, B



From the
chairman

It is with some excitement, but
mainly trepidation, that | have taken
on the role of chairman of the

Little Chalfont Parish Council.

| would like to say a huge thank
you to Brian Drew for over six tireless
years of dedication to the role. He has
led the council to achieve many things
in that time, and | am glad that he will
rermain as a parish councillor so that
his invaluable experience will not be
lost to the village.

It is the changes that | could see in
the village, following the inauguration
of our own parish councll, which
made me want to get Involved.

| intend ta fulfil the projects
already started and continue to
suppart and try to improve the
amenities in the village.

1 am very much looking farward to
the imminent opening of the Little
Chalfont Nature Park, having been an
active member of the working group.

The project shows just what can be
achieved if people put their minds
ta It and with continued pressure
on finances it may be that, if we
want things done, we might have
to do them ourselves.

The parish council faces many
challenges in the coming years, not
least of which is the potential threat
ta our green belt with the ever
greater need for housing in south
east England.

The ather majar project, which
has been in the planning process
for several years, is the new
village hall,

Our current village hall is tog small
for our growing community. This was
clearly evidenced by the fact that
there was standing room anly for the
three meetings that were held in
February to discuss the emerging local
plan. Many people who would like to
have attended had to be turned away.

Clearly this Is something that must
be tackled in the near future.

| look forward to receiving ideas
from anyane far ways in which to
enhance our village, and hope that |
do justice to the role.

Gill Roberts

New chairman for parish council

Brian Drew steps down after 6 years

After six vears as chairman of Little
Chalfont Parish Council, Brian Drew
has decided to step down from the
role. He will, however, remain a
parish councillor, so his invaluable
experience will not be lost.

Brian has played an active rale
in village life for several years. He
was chairman of the Little Chalfont
Revitalisation Group, one of the
founders of village day, and helped
to organise this event for the first
six vears, 2004-2009,

Along with others, he successtully
campaigned for a separate Little
Chalfont Farish Council, and
subsequently served on this since it
was founded in May 2007, He was
aﬁpuinted vice chairman in 2008, and
chairman in September 2009, after the
previous incumbent, Francis
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Nightingales Corner
Work has started

The much heralded
improvements for
Nightingales Corner
{pictured right) are, at
last, under way.

New bollards have been
fitted around the area,
some old ones have been
repainted, and the new
village sign has now
been erected,

Wilkinson, had moved away from
the village, During his time as council
chairman Brian has achieved many
things for the village,

His notable achievements while in
office include helping to design and
secure funding for the highly popular
children’s play area in Westwood
Park; the installation of the war
memaorial alongside the village green
in 2014; promotion of the idea for a
new community centre for the village;
and being a supporter of the creation
of the nature park.

Following Brian's announcement,

a new chairman was duly elected at
the parish council meeting on 11 May,
and we are delighted to announce thal
Councillar Gill Roberts has taken on
this demanding role, We wish her
every success for the future, W

Furthermore the large
bush at the entrance Lo
Burtons Lane has been
removied.,

A grant from the Local
Area Forum has helped
with this project.

Mew planters will shnrtl:.-‘
be in position and we are
grateful to “Flower
Boutique’ For agreeing to
supply the plants, which
will help to make this area
much more attractive, W

Local pharmacies under threat

Funding cutbacks will hit chemists

As part of ils austerity measures, the
government propoeses to reduce the
tunding offered Lo the retail pharmacy
nelwark by 6% across England. This
equates to around £15,000 per
pharmacy and is to be enacted in
September 2016 without consultation,

Withoul doubl, this would force the
closure of some pharmacies (possibly
up to 3,000 across England) and will
reduce the services that all pharmacies
can offer, Staff will be (he most likely
casualties in the first instance,

While accepting that the
government is leying to balance the
books, [an Edgar, the pharmacist at
Little Chaltont pharmacy, strongly
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objects to this short sighted solution.
“The government cannot, on one
hand, say that patients should use
pharmacies more often to take the
pressure off GPs and A&E
departments, and then get rid of
pharmacies by removing essential
funding required Lo run our
businesses”, he said.

lan is hopeful that his pharmacy
would survive, but obviously the
removal of sich a large sum af money
would reduce its ability to serve
custamers in some way, Hoselupa
petition against the cuts, which was
signed locally by 380 people.
Mationwide the campaign against
the cuts to pharmacy funding
attracted 500,000 signatures. W



75mph recorded on Cokes Lane

90% of drivers ignore speed limits

The MYV AS (movable vehicle acHvation
sign), which records :il]JEELiH of
approaching drivers, has proved

that speeding in parts of the village

is still a serious problem.

The MV AS can be moved between
locations where speeding is known to
be a particular problem. This has
certainly proved to be the case in
Cokes Lane; the speed limit is 30mph,
but there are straight steetches of the
road where too many drivers pay no
heed whatsoever to the limit,

The MV AS was positioned in
Cokes Lane in autumn 2015, We
took a sample from the data for
an average week in October to
analyse the speed of vehicles along
that lane. During that sample week,
32,000 vehicles were recorded
leaving the village.

Of these, only 3,600 drivers (jusl
over 11%) were recorded at under
30mph, which meant that the greal
majarity of drivers leaving the
village during that sample week
paid no heed whatsoever to the
MWVAS warning to slow down, One
vehicle was even recorded speeding
at over 7Smph at 9pm!

In November 20105 the MVAS
was moved, to measure speeds of
motorists coming into the village.

28,500 vehicles came into the
village during the sample week, Of
these, only 5,900 drivers (just over

Parking update

some progress made

(he project of reviewing and
mplementing revised waiting
estriclions in the village is still in
mrogress, but we are making headway,

Not long after it started, this
ong drawn-oul project was split
nto two parts:

® new waiting restrictions in Burtons
-ane and double vellow lines from the
4404 to just beyond Birkett Way, were
mccessfully introduced at the end of
anuary. This timing was diclated by
he development of the Donkey Field,
-now obscurely called Harvard
Srange. The Harvard Grange devel-
wpers funded the associated costs,

® new waiting restrictions
hroughout much of the rest of
he village.

Progress, albeit frustratingly slow,
1as been made. Proposals were inilially

20%) were recorded at under 30mph,
which meanl that a large proportion
of all drivers recorded during the
sample simply ignored the speed
limit. One driver was recorded
speeding at over ZOmph at 10.30pm.,

In January 2016 the MVAS was
moved to Burtons Lane specifically
to record traffic speeds before and
after the new double vellow lines
were put down on 27 January,
Although the vellow lines resolved
parking problems, general
speeds increased slightly.

We took data from an average
week in January, before the yellow
lines were painted, 9,500 vehicles
were recorded leaving the village,

OFf these, 4,500 (47% ) were
recorcded at speeds below the limil,
with 16% of drivers travelling
at speeds at least Smph above
the speed limit.

After the yellow lines were
installed, we took a sample week al
the end of February. The traffic had
increased to 10,100 vehicles during
the sample week,

Only 3,600 (35%) were recorded
al speeds below the limit, with
30% of all vehicles travelling at
35mph or more.

The current location for the MVAS
is opposite Long Walk, and we will
report on findings for that in the
next newsletter, M

made by Transport for Bucks (TR,
largely consistent with the parish
council's recommendations. These in
turn were based on the parish council's
parking survey in the summer of 2012,

Some proposals were modified to
reflect the responses to TEB's informal
consultations with our residents
in 2015, and a very localised
consultation this March in relation to
an additional restriction proposed
for the lay-by adjacent to the shops
in Elizabeth Avenue.

The next slep, the formal consul-
tation, required by statute, on all the
proposed changes, is expected shortly.

The parish council has already made
its contribulion towards the associated
costs and has been assured by TiB
that the resulting, finallv agreed,
wailing restriclions would be
implemented before the end of
this vear, hopefully in either
Movember or December. @
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Briefly...

Defibrillator

The parish council is seeking funding for
a defibrillator, which would be sited
outside the village hall. This would be of
the type that allows anyone to access it
after they have obtained a code, by
maobile phone.

Once opened, the machine gives
audible instructions to ensure correct
use, Although no special knowledge is
required, it is hoped to offer training
courses for people who would like to be
able to use it with total confidence.

Help wanted
Little Chalfont Parish Council is looking
for someone who can help with running
the village hall. This is 2 paid, part time,
position, averaging 2-3 hours per week,
which could be shared by twa people,
The main duties are checking the hall
and ensuring that it is tidy after some
bookings, several of which are at
weekends, and being on call in case
of emergencias/praoblems.
Far more Information, please contact
the parish clerk.

Free parking at Snells Wood
We are pleased to be able to continue
the one hour free parking scheme
for another year.

Chiltern District Council has
reviewed the formula for charging
parish councils, resulting in a small
reduction for Little Chalfont.

The concession, which is much
appreciated by local shoppers,
will therefore continue until at
least March 2017,

Congratulations to HM The Queen
We would like to extend our
congratulations to HM The Queen, on
the celebration of her 80" birthday.

July tea party
To raise funds, the Little Chalfont
Community Library is holding a tea
party, serving cream teas and cakes from
2=5pm on S5aturday 16 luly 2016,
There will also be various events for
children to enjoy, so make a date to
come along and support the invaluable
work of your local library.
Tickets, or further information, from
Christine Crease on 01494 764080.




Precept reduced
Small council tax cut

The parish council is funded through a
small amount of the local council tax,
zalled the precept. Little Chalfont
:esidents may have noticed a small,
sut hopetully welcome, reduction in
he amount of council tax payable to
‘he parish council, compared to an
nerease in all other elements such as
sounty and district councils.

This cut is due to savings that the
sarish council has been able to make in
iome areas of expenditure, resulling in
1 precepl decrease of about £2,000.

PR

Clean for the Queen
Week leading up to 5 March

_ittle Chalfont entered into the spirit
af Clean for the Queen and the parish
:ouncil would like to say an
marmous thank you to all those whao
wok part. For those missing a shoe, a
wiot or assorled underwear, sorry it's
ill in the bin! Little Chalfont must be
he party destination du jour if all the
wottles and cans that were collected
wre anything to go by,

The scouts did a fine job Wednes-
lay evening, followed by the schoals
ind WI, who had the best weather on
‘riday, Westwood Park Football club
sraved the cold Saturday morning but
he brownies had to cantend with
inow in the aflernoon.

AR R AR

‘he following is the first of what we hope
1 be a series of articles about groups that
egularly use the village hall,

Grand Union Canal

"he Grand Union Canal, the Eirst real
maotorway’ between London and
sirmingham, was constructed in the
Oth century to transport cargo by
arrow boat.

But, after WWII, the use of the canal
whwark for fransporting freight in
ingland was largely abandoned.
Jowever, the potential for leisure use
ind the importance of its
mvironmental contribution was yet to
e realised. As a consequence, the
wlwaork was in serious decline,

Had it not been for Robert Aickman
ind Tom Rolt, whao founded the
nland Waterways Association
IWA)in 1946 and the subsequent
ampaign by the Association, the
anal and river network of some

It is likely that in 2017 there will be
a need to increase the precept, and
therefore the council tax element,
owing to anticipated additional
expenditure in certain areas.

Keeping the grass cut
Residents may recall that, last year,
Little Chalfont Parish Council took
over responsibility for grass cutting
ete, which had previously been the
responsibility of Bucks County
Council. The scheme has worked well
b, for financial reasons, we have
changed our contractor,

From 1 April, Amersham Town
Council took on this responsibility,
ATC is already maintaining the sports

One of Hhe groups of
wolninteers for “Clemn for the
Cueen” ith some of rubiist
sacks Ny (illed!

Several individuals joined in and
everyone's efforts produced a
lovely clean village to be proud of.
Thank you evervone.

This vear was a low key event
bat, with the support shown and the
results achieved, we are thinking of
halding ancther event next vear with,
hopetully, far more people invalved,

It was a pleasure discovering just
how many people already volunlarily
tidy up their environment. If everyone
just looks after the area outside their
house or business il would make a

3,600+ miles could have been lost,

Although now in the safe hands
of the Canal & River Trust, the battle
is not over, There is much to do
to safeguard the canals for fubure
senerations and there are opportunities
to get involved on any level that
suits vou.

There are, in fact, some amazing
free-to-access leisure facilities available,
for walkers, joggers, cyclists, fishermen,
canoeists, boaters, nature lovers, those
interested in historical architecture and
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grounds in Westwood Park but

vou will now see their operalives
around the village. As with any new
contract, there could be a few tecthing
problems so, if you nolice any area of
grass that has not been cut, please
contact Little Chalfont Parish Council
office (Tel 01494 766655).

Residents wha have hedges and
shrubs that border footways ar roads
are reminded that it is their
responsibility to ensure that no
overhanging vegetation causes a
nuisance to pedestrians or vehicles.

Last year, some residents were
politely asked to cut back their vege-
tation and we are grateful that most
responded positively and quickly. B

huge difference, so please, loak oul
tor cur village and help keep it the
beautiful place it is to live,

If anyone would like to take the
lead with a litter pickers group, or la
mganise an event next year, p]ease
contact the parish clerk an
01494 760655, @

Enjoying a day ont on e civals af
Marsworth Lock

many mare. Whatever your age,
these opportunities are there for

vou to use, If vou'd like to find out
more, the TWA Chiltern branch is the
nearest to you,

It meets an the 4th Wednesday of
each month from September to April at
Bpm, currently at Little Chalfont
Village Hall, for inleresting talks on
diverse waterways related topics,

Refreshments are provided. Visitors
are always warmly welcomed. In
addition ta these meetings, the
Chiltern branch is out and aboul at
various festivals including the
Rickmansworth Festival and at ather
volunteering opportunities, so loak
oul for us!

To read more about the [WA
Chiltern branch, please go to
www.owaterways.orgauk/
chiltern/ chiltern |



Stony Lane

Footpath extension

A number of residents walk up Stony
Lane from Amersham Road to the
footpath that connects with Chessficld
Park. From there, it is a short walk to
another footpath into Westwoad Park.
However, Stony Lane is narrow and
has no proper footway, forcing
pedestrians to walk in the road. This

Srony Lane, arvore shots e entrance
I the fookpath to Chessfeld Park

can be dangerous as the road is a husy
cut through from the A404 to the
Latimer Road,

We are therefore pleased to
announce that the parish council has
successfully bid for Local Area Forum
funding to allow the footway from
Amersham Road to continue up Stony
Lane as far as the footpath.

The parish council is contributing
to this project, which should be
completed in the current
financial year. W

Updates from Little Chalfont Community Association

LCCA website: www littlechalfont.org.uk

Waste transfer station....no change
[n the LOCA's newsletter in January,
we reported that Bucks County
Council (BCC) had not yet issued

the planning approval notice and

this remained the case as this update
was prepared.

There is no information being
supplied by BCC regarding ils
intentions, However, despite the many
reasons why the project to build the
waste transfer station (WT5) should
not go ahead, we continue to work on
the assumption that BCC remains
intent, at present, to pr{}n:eed.

Thase following this matter closely
will be aware of the valid objections
and, in particular, the evidence
produced that shows that the WTS is
not needed. With recycling
percentages still rising, and the
amount of residual and commercial
waste reducing, there is even less of a
case for proceeding as time goes by,

The LCCA is aware that the profest
group against the WTS has taken legal
advice and that its solicilors sent a
letter lo BCC in February this vear,
making the case for the original
planning application to be reconsid-
ared and the approval overturned.

Mo formal reply has been received
and indications are that it will not be

Little Chalfont farmers’ market

For spring/fsummer 2016, the Farmers’
matket and craft fair will be held in the
village hall from Sam-1pm:

Saturday 14 May
Saturday 11 June
Saturday 9 July
Saturday 13 August

infotitvim.org.uk, Tel: (1233 227266

[f you are interested in taking a stall at the
craft fair, contact the organiscr,

Carolyn Towner on DIBYS 677455

acled upon. The letter can be read by
zoing to the following link:

http:/ { www . no-amersham-
wis,org/ documenls/

Chenies Parade derelict land
This development of ground floor
commercial units, with eighl
apartments on two tfloors above, is
going ahead, but no start date is
known as this update went to press.

The developers have first to comply
with certain preconditions before a
planning approval notice is issued and,
thereafter, to satisfy other conditions
in advance of starting on site,

The mosl important of these
conditions to the community is the
construction management plan,
which needs to demonstrate how the
disruption to the community, and
Chenies Parade in particular, will be
kept to an abselute minimum,

Chiltern District Council has
recommended that the developers
meet the parish council prior lo
submitting the plan,

[n liaison with the parish council,
the LCCA remains committed to
halding a meeting with the developers,
at which the shopkeepers and others
will be able to have their views and
requirements taken into account.

A further update will be included in
the LOCAs newsletter in July and in
the interim on its website.

MNature park

The team has been working hard since
the start of the year and in anticipation
of being able to apen, the access road,

fencing and gate {pictured right) have

recently been compleled.

Onee an opening date has been
decided, details will be made available
on the Nature Park website:
hitp:/ / naturepark.littlechalfont.org.uk

There are still opportunities available
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for sponsorship towards some of the
key features to be installed in time for
the opening. Should you feel able to
help with these items, please conlact
Mandy Rooke at
naturepark@littlechalfont.org uk

Village day

The LCCA is busy organising this
year's Village Day, which will be
held on Saturday 18 June,

The day will commence with a fun
run in support of lecal charities in
Westwood Park. Registrations are
from 8.30-9.45am on the day, with
the run starting at 10am.

From 12 noon until 4pm, stalls and
entertainments will be provided
around the village, including displays
on the green and the ever-popular dog
show judged by Pets at Nol,

Food will be available at several
locations around the village,

Don't forget to enter your
homemade cakes in the bake-off,
which will be held in the village hall.
Rex Bakery has kindly offered to
judgze this year's competition,

Further details will be available in
the programme, which this year will
include a prize draw for several
dinners for two at the White Lion pub,

If vou would be willing to help aut
on the day, by acting as a marshal
for an hour or by helping with the
tidy up, please email the LOCA at
villagedav@littlechalfont.org.uk. B



New benches to be installed

Folloa'ing a request [rom residenis
of Halifax House, the :.'-.lri.«h council
is pleased o announce that two
addilional benches are I:-c~i1'||_g;
trstailed in the village.

The benches, which were originally
siled at the rear of the lbrary, have
been refurkdshed by our local soouts,
for which many thanks.

Chrter oof these new Benches well be
pesibiomsed on Whiate Lison moad
outside the dectors’ surgery and

the other almosl oppesite,
near the bus siop.

¥ hope that residents will find
these useful, as there = ul.lrr\-unl]_'_c
ricseTe for p.lu:\-!'nlp'- fo rest while
waiting tor buses

¥e are grateful b the Little
Chalfont Wls for agreeing to pay
for the installatkon of omne ol
these benches,

The pictire, left, shows the fype of
bench o be installed. W

About Little Chalfont Parish Council

Parish councillors Marish council meetings

Purish eonmeil geweral meettiees are held on the
gecond Wednesday of sach monih, excepd tar Asguest.
The meetings ane hirlsd ag Ligele Chaliom '|-'|||.|15‘|.'
Hall, Cakes Lame, Little Chalfont, HPE 40D,
commencing at 130 pm. The meetmis are alwiyvs
orem e the public, o l.-.'h:.' ok coime .|i4'\-r.z'1 loa
meeting -:'|I'|l.r‘=-l.'l:“ vour parish counci] i action?
Local residenis frequently take advantage of the
oppartunity allowed at all meetings for public
ComETES, foax prEss Fheelr sievws ard o ask the
cutneil for support in relation to various matters,
The reat mecting of the parish council will be

Gl Rt Foy GRS BAChaey Povker hiedd on Wednesday & Jume 2,
CRoAman Wioe ciunirman Planning Costvillee PP airmdn ELH'_.IHINJ:E fmg :raiil!';_z#.q are u=wally held
chalrmar every third Tucsday. Al these mestings you can hoar

discussions of planning applications submitbed foo
Little Cralfont, and whether the pa-r-.c.'ﬂ coumncil ATTes
thit a planning application should goabead.

The meat meetng of the planning cormmittoe will
be an held on Tuesday 17 May HHé,

Parish council office

The parish council effice & located ot the rear of
tha village hall in Cokes Lane. Contact details

FiaF ETEpiIriEE:
Deld Rufpriy Mefanie Dovis Bnan drew TELEPHOMNE: 01454 7ae655, If unattended. you
fimnaing commites may leave a message on the answerphone and wo will
LT T WHITH respond as sooin as possible,

E&RTALL: clorkes] II|m_'|1.1|h'-r=I-!Ja: iy uk
OFFICE OPENING HOURS: 2am - Apam, Mon - Fri
COUNCIL WEBSITE: w L'..'“'.!\.il;l_h'-.,l‘l.l|.‘|_||'.I-'!_'-:'.J;-\.'-|.'.||.L

Ciiris ingdaurt CAG Wiy Firhel Tonet Weliprd OMIE

Maloska Adelgnm Solke Mpithemx
Fovish clerk Auirsnanal gackh chivk

Mewsletter distribution

This garish cauncil % Indetred 1o &drian Lockper, menbership .ﬁ.l'l-'.' COMImEnts or EI.IEEEHH:IM?
secretary of the communily a386Catan, M argantsing

e distribution of the nemsletbers and o the vokabeerns

whia deltwer them, enpunicg that all hames and busingoss

in Litbhke Chalfort recaive: a capy. [TRLETY

IF it hisiw ey cammenti & suggesbicos o make sbeot 1k
neswshetber or its contents. pkase contact tha parish clesk on

clerbfiinlechalon-pe goe ik e welioms gl leadback]




